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1. Rudolf Bunzel, Director of the Omnia Trust Company in Preges and a personal friend
of Hubert Ripks Minlster of Foreign Trade, appsars to be oriented to the West and
at the zame time, through his friendship with Ripks, as woll ss from his own official
position in the bank, is able {o ohserve the fundamental ¢conomic trends in his
country. He cummentsd that the political pressure of the Conmunists has driven
Czechoslcvskian domestic sconony into a blind alley. It wes his belisf that
nationslization,as well as the contracts requiring larpe-scale deliveries of goods
to the Soviet Union,will seriously :unpalr an otherwise generally healthy
Czechoslovek domestic economy.

2, Punzel stated thai opposition to this disasterous policy was constantly growing,
particularly in the industrial and wholssale commercial circles, and that if such
opposition grows much farther it will assume the character of a full-ﬂedged move-
menit against this policy. The nucleus of this oppesition is Ripka's Hinistry of
Povelign Trade which v the firat to feel the impact of the present policy.
Individuals within this m_mstry are particularly bitter on the subject of Soviet
seizure of the uraniun minee in the vieinity of Jachimov (Joachimstal).

3. Dr. Maz’tic, Section Chdef Jande's depuiy in the Ripka's Winistry, commented thst
Austrieans with thelr sdmitted Western orientation wers not able %o obteain a large
dollar loan. To this scures replied that Austrians were not interested in obtajning
8 large loan before economic securiby was assured and that in eny event, even with=-
out 8 103“5’X?h: woral support of the Western Powers had protectad them from complste
chaos,

- Comment: This discussion indicated clearly that the Czechoslovak
Reputlic cbasrves closely how far the Western Powers help their friende .
and that the granting of a long-term loan to Austria could aid Amsrican
efforts in Cuechoslovakia).

ks At the time of the lntervigw, Janda, Dr. Hartidts chiaf, was in Yugoslavia on

official mission and Martic remarked that negotiations undertaken there had to be
viewsd from the standpoint of the politician as well as the economist.
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This lasi poiab was also made by another iember of Ripkats Ministry, who is
adnittodly orleated to the licst, As an axauple of the monner in which high
politicsl considerstions are reflected in trude arrungeacnts s the treaty
betwaen USSR and Yugoslavic wes citeds thile this troaty -ay hove cemented

the bonds of frisadship betwaen Yuposlavia zad tho USSi, the former sorely nceds
complots factory plunts from Czechoslovekia i order to rebuild her dndustries,
such as steol plants, suzur refineries, papor nidlls and the like. ‘These can

ko paig for enly on vory lons tern contrzcls and the Yumoslav debt to
Czechoslovakia wiil soon be very large without these %arse onders,

Cenaral Dircctor ixzlosh, chiof of all ths natioaalised ecazl mines in Czethoslovakia
and one of the mosbt powerful of the Cuzethoslovak sconomic leaders, was particularly
favorable to the oil agreescnt betweon Cacchioslovalia snd iustriae He firmly
Beliovad that the treaty will briar cconomic frescom to iustria and that
Czachoslowikx leaders already cousider tie trealy as & fach. hile agraeing in
prianciplo, foaeral irestor lsrtinek, head of the lationnl hemfeal Industry,

was, not quite so sure thab the oil agreemcal could be cobasigerad adopted s for

he atoted that he we6 propered 10 zive .ustrla hie support ia the event that the
UssSi presented any dltficulbiss in concluding the “wraasaction. Ie stated that

ha was senlinz one of his directers to Vieana t@ svpport ihe sustriusa nspotiators
iIn their dealings with USIVA (Administration of Soviel Properhy in Bostern

fustria “o

1 ¢ For further iaformation on Ausbiisn e Czachosloval economie
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